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Add  

Dear Sir/Madam, 

Hydrogen blends & renewable gases Procedures review – Consultation paper 

ENGIE Australia & New Zealand (ENGIE) appreciates the opportunity to respond to the Australian Energy 
Market Operator (‘AEMO”) in response to the Consultation paper on the Hydrogen blends & renewable gases 
Procedures review (“the Consultation paper”). 

The ENGIE Group is a global energy operator in the businesses of electricity, natural gas and energy services.  
In Australia, ENGIE has interests in generation, renewable energy development, and energy services.  ENGIE 
also owns Simply Energy which provides electricity and gas to more than 745,000 retail customer accounts 
across Victoria, South Australia, New South Wales, Queensland, and Western Australia. 

Hydrogen is an important component of a future carbon free world 

ENGIE believes that hydrogen has the capacity to unlock the full potential of renewables and carbon-free 
energy solutions. It can accelerate the energy transition by allowing numerous green energy technologies to 
be used with much greater flexibility. 

ENGIE is committed to developing solutions based on renewable hydrogen, produced by electrolysis using a 
green energy supply. Hydrogen is the missing link for a decarbonised ecosystem, allowing for the harmonious 
progress of cities, territories and societies around the globe. 

ENGIE’s aim is to operate across the entire value chain of renewable hydrogen, from carbon-free power 
generation to the three key end uses: mobility, industry and energy storage. 

ENGIE is already partnering with governments and other businesses on trials, feasibility studies, and early 
commercial projects in order to develop the know-how that will allow the hydrogen sector to scale up quickly.  
This involvement has a global footprint, including projects in (amongst others) France, Singapore and 
Australia. Notably, ENGIE is project lead on one of the three ARENA-supported commercial-scale renewable 
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hydrogen projects: a 10 MW electrolyser project to produce renewable hydrogen in a consortium with Yara 
Pilbara Fertilisers at their Karratha plant. ENGIE is also a partner in one of the other projects, a 10 MW 
electrolyser for gas blending at AGIG’s Murray Valley Hydrogen Park in Wodonga. 

In this light, we welcome AEMO’s publication of the Consultation. Clarity on the legal and regulatory status 
of hydrogen blends, biomethane, pure hydrogen streams and other emerging gas products is important for 
the development of these industries. 

AEMO’s scope and approach are appropriate 

ENGIE supports AEMO’s interpretation of the policy intent behind the review: i.e., that all elements of the 
national gas regulatory framework would apply to NG equivalents and their related facilities and activities in 
the same way that they do to natural gas. Given this review is proceeding in parallel with the jurisdictional 
Officials’ review of relevant laws and regulations and AEMC’s review of the relevant Rules, ENGIE also agrees 
with AEMO’s assumption that the changes in the NGL will flow through to the NGR and that the existing 
provisions in the NGR will in large part apply to both natural gas and NGEs unless bespoke requirements are 
required (e.g., to accommodate different facilities or differences in physical characteristics). 

ENGIE has additional views on the appropriate regulatory framework for other gases and constituent gases, 
but because the scope of this Consultation paper is appropriately targeted at issues relating to NG 
equivalents, we find no disagreement with AEMO’s proposed approach. 

AEMO has done a reasonable job identifying areas in STTM and retail procedures that will need updating for 
NG equivalents, and ENGIE agrees with AEMO’s decision to postpone consideration of detailed changes to 
DWGM procedures until the DWGM Distribution-connected Facilities rule change has been progressed. 

On UAFG, ENGIE agrees with the view that use of hydrogen or other renewable gases should be permitted 
for use.  Noting this may require further rule changes.  

As ENGIE has no further detailed comments to make at this time, we have not completed the response 
template. 

Should you have any queries in relation to this submission please do not hesitate to contact me on, 
telephone, (03) 9617 8415. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 
 
 

Jamie Lowe  
Head of Regulation, 
Compliance and Sustainability  


