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AEMO announces Drew Clarke as new Chair of its Board 
 

The Australian Energy Market Operator (AEMO) is pleased to announce the appointment of Mr 
Andrew (Drew) Clarke as the new Chairman of the Board, commencing 2 November 2017. AEMO is 
a company incorporated under the Corporations Act with a skills based Board of ten directors who 
are independently selected and endorsed by AEMO’s members. AEMO’s membership is comprised 
of 60% government members and 40% industry members. 
 
Mr Clarke’s appointment follows an extensive national search with an independent Appointment 
Selection Panel. The Selection Panel recommended the appointment of Mr Clarke, which was 
endorsed by the AEMO Board, AEMO’s members, and subsequently approved by the COAG 
Energy Council. 
 
Mr Clarke will replace Dr Anthony (Tony) Marxsen, who is retiring from the Board following the 2017 
Annual General Meeting in November.  
 
“The Board of Directors sought a Chair who could supply the requisite industry knowledge and 
leadership acumen to support AEMO’s strategic development during this time of unprecedented 
industry change,” said Dr Marxsen.  
 
“Together with AEMO Managing Director and Chief Executive Officer Audrey Zibelman, Mr Clarke’s 
understanding and demonstrated leadership exceptionally positions AEMO to identify and pursue 
the changes required to help secure Australia’s future for a reliable, secure and efficient energy 
system. Mr Clarke’s appointment was unanimously supported by the Board and AEMO’s members,” 
said Dr Marxsen.  
 
Mr Clarke has been a leader in energy policy in Australia since 2003. From 2003 to 2013, Mr Clarke 
served in progressively more senior roles under both Coalition and Labor Governments, including 
terms as Deputy Secretary and Secretary of the Department of Resources, Energy and Tourism.  
 
During this period, Mr Clarke led the Commonwealth’s actions in the creation of the National Energy 
Market Rules and the three market bodies, served as the Chair of the Senior Committee of Officials 
(Commonwealth, State, Territory) under the COAG Ministerial Council on Energy, and led national 
and international energy policy development for Australia, including key leadership on climate 
change and resource development policies. He also helped establish the Australian Renewable 
Energy Agency (ARENA) and the Global Carbon Capture and Storage Institute, and was Australia’s 
member on the Governing Board of the International Energy Agency. 
 
In addition to his experience in energy, Mr Clarke also brings valuable experience from his previous 
role as Secretary of the Department of Communications where he led the Commonwealth 
Government’s open data policy, and was responsible for promoting an innovative and competitive 
communications sector. Most recently, Mr Clarke was Chief of Staff in the Office of the Prime 
Minister from 2015-2017, and is now a member of the NBN Co Limited and the CSIRO Boards. 
 
Mr Clarke was awarded Order of Australia in 2016 for distinguished service to public administration, 
and is a Fellow of the Academy of Technological Sciences and Engineering. 
 
“I am delighted with Drew’s appointment. As Chair of the AEMO Board, Tony set an extremely high 
bar for industry leadership and expertise. Given Drew’s vast background and deep understanding of 
the energy sector, I am extremely confident he will be able to support AEMO’s strategic 
development and future success. On behalf of AEMO’s management and staff, we welcome Drew 
to the Board,” said Ms Zibelman.   
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“AEMO is at the forefront of industry wide change, and I look forward to working with my fellow 
Board members and the Executive Leadership Team to identify and implement solutions to enable 
safe, secure, reliable and affordable energy supply to Australians,” said Mr Clarke. 
 
In addition to the appointment of Mr Drew Clarke, Dr Peter Davis was also reappointed for a further 
term of four years as a director on the AEMO Board. 
 
For more information: AEMO Media I Mobile: 0409 382 121 I Email: media@aemo.com.au  I 

     
 
 
 
About AEMO:  
 
AEMO is responsible for operating Australia’s largest gas and electricity markets and power systems, including the 
National Electricity Market and interconnected power system in Australia’s eastern and south-eastern seaboard, and the 
Wholesale Electricity Market and power system in Western Australia.  

AEMO also operates the Victorian Declared Wholesale Gas Market and the Victorian gas transmission system; the 
wholesale gas Short Term Trading Market hubs in Adelaide, Sydney and Brisbane; the Wallumbilla Gas Supply Hub in 
Queensland; and the Moomba Gas Supply Hub in South Australia.  

As Australia’s independent energy markets and power systems operator, AEMO provides critical planning, forecasting and 
power systems security advice and services to deliver energy security for all Australians. For more information, head to 
www.aemo.com.au 

As Managing Director and CEO, Ms Zibelman also serves on the Energy Security Board.  

mailto:media@aemo.com.au
http://www.aemo.com.au/

